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examination (programmi d'esame). -In practice, as was inevitable,
the programmes of examination became very much programmes
of teaching, and the teachers felt themselves bound, almost as
much as before, to follow the details of the syllabuses in their
teaching. It is true, however, that the syllabuses of some subjects
were less detailed, and a choice between several courses was open
to the teacher or even to the pupil himself.
The subjects to be taught in the elementary schools are
indicated (a) in the decree of i October 1923, No. 2185, especially
in articles 2, 3, and 7 to 10, and (b) in the decree of 6 May 1923,
in the section dealing with the syllabuses for the entrance
examination to the secondary schools. The former provides the
teacher with the main principles on which he must base his work.
First of all it is stated that elementary education, from the begin-
ning to the end, will be founded on and crowned by the teaching
of the Christian doctrine, according to the Roman Catholic
tradition, except for those children whose parents declare that
they will themselves take on the task of religious instruction.
Subordinate to this, but still in the front rank, will be put the
teaching of music, drawing, and gymnastics. In this way the
elementary school is to acquire quite a new character. The details
for the application of these principles are not many, and should
allow a large amount of freedom to the teachers. For the
'preparatory degree', i.e., for the kindergartens for children
between four and six, the subjects suggested are the simplest
prayers, singing and listening to music, free drawing, gymnastic
*games, easy exercises in manual work, gardening, looking after
animals, some general knowledge, and correction of popular
prejudices. In the three lower forms of the elementary school
itself, religious instruction includes the fundamental prayers and
the main principles of Christian doctrine, short and clear narra-
tives taken from the Gospels, tales from the Old Testament, and
the explanation of the Lord's Prayer. Reading and writing
are to be accompanied by translations from the local dialect
into the Italian language. The 'general knowledge' (nozioni
varie) which the children must acquire includes a few precepts
regarding agriculture and industry, the arts and most famous
monuments. History is taught only where there are no higher
forms. The children must learn by heart the national hymns and
a few poems, and study some arithmetic, the metric system, and
a little geography. The syllabus for the fourth and fifth forms
includes the history of religion, with special attention to the
traditions of local saints, the principles of the Catholic moral
and dogmatic doctrine based on the Ten Commandments and
the parables of the Gospel, and a few details on the Sacraments